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author. But the language is natural, and in many places poetical. The plot is very entertaining, only I do'nt like the conclusion. It ends abrupt, and Leonor conies in at last too much like an apparition. The rest of the pieces I have not read; but from what I can discover by a transient view, I fancy they are better seen than read.
I am now at the eigth page: 'tis time to have done, and wish you adieu. I hear Sir Eobert is very well. My Lord Conway1 is reckoned one of the prettiest persons about town.
Yours ever E. WEST.
24.   *ASHTON TO WEST.
London.    Aug. 25. 1739. Friend2,
The kind Message thou didst leave with my servant John raisd my Appetite of seeing thee to a very great Pitch, in so much that my bowells did yearn, yea verily I did hunger & thirst for thy Company many days. I would have devourd thy Sayings, & would have hung upon thy Mouth, as an infant hangs on the Nipple of the breast. I would have suckd in thy words, as the warm new Milk, but thou
1 See supra p. 40 n. 1 and p. 44.
3 This Letter is in a large regular assumed Hand, to imitate the Quakers3 Manner of Penmanship. (Mitford.)tle hundle of petites pieces: there is nothing in them, but they are acting at present; there are too Crebillon's letters, and Amusemens sur le langage des Bdtes, said to be of one Bougeant, a Jesuit; they are both esteemed, and lately come out.' Gray to West, from Paris, May 22, 1739.
